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Sharing the Trails Symposium 
Phoenix, AZ, November 1 – 3, 2018 

By Floyd Finney, WHC Director & WHC Trails Committee Co-Chair 

Attending this national meeting was interesting and educational 
for three members of the WHC Trails Committee. Since my wife 
and I have adopted 6 wild mustangs, of course the most 
interesting presentations were the 3 sessions given about the 
horses and burrows. Randy Helm told about the Prison Mustang Training 
Program at the prison in Florence, Arizona. Inmates who work with the 
horses have a much lower chance of returning to prison after they are 
released. 

Another session, given by Dr. Tolani Francisco, explained how the rules 
concerning feral horses change, depending on who manages the land the 
horses are living on. 

Lastly, John Hall, from the BLM, talked about the large herds of wild 
burrows. There are thousands of horses in holding pens in several western 
states, but when excess burrows are removed from public lands, they are 
always adopted right away, as soon as they're vaccinated and to make sure 
that they are healthy. Several speakers explained how important 
volunteers are to the entire trails system. 

The session on Legislation was about two bills, Recreation Not Red – Tape, 
(RNR) Act (H.R.3400/S.1633), and Restore Our Parks and Public Lands Act of 
2018, (H.R.6510/S.3172). These 2 Bills need to be brought forward and 
passed before the end of this year. 

I rode a mule in the desert at Spur Cross Stables near Cave Creek.  It wasn't 
part of the official meeting, but it was really fun! 

2       Mission Statement/AHC 
 
3       WSHCEF 
 
4       Nutrena Rep. at WHC D5 
          Tack Sale 
 
5       AHC News - Microchip 
         “Look-up” Website 
 
6       Midwest Horse Fair 
 
7       Notes of Thanks 
 
8 Notes of Thanks 
9       Evers Becomes Governor/ 
          WSHCEF Winter Day 
 
10     Summary from Sharing the 
          Trails, a National Symposium  
  
11     Notes of Thanks 
 
12 Lodi Vet Clinic’s State-of-the 

-Art Equine Division 
 

13     Lodi Vet Clinic’s State-of-the 
          -Art Equine Division (cont.) 
  
14     Fitter Keys on Rider, Horse 
          Connection 
 
15     Fitter Keys on Rider, Horse 
          Connection (cont.) 
 
16     Governor Dodge Horse 
          Campground Campaign 
 
17 Governor Dodge Horse 

Campground Campaign/ 
The Mane Attraction 

18 The Mane Attraction (cont.) 
19 The Mane Attraction (cont.) 
20 Dover Stables Trick Riding 

Clinics 
21 Dover Stables Trick Riding 

Clinics (cont.) 
22 WHC Calendar of Upcoming 

Events 
23 WHC Ride Wisconsin Flyer 
24 Classified Ads/WHC C.C. 

2019 Changes 
25 SPECIAL CUT OUT PAGE! 

“WHC Supports You With 
Grants & Scholarships” 

26 SPECIAL CUT OUT PAGE! 
“WHC Supports You With 
Grants & Scholarships” 
WHC Districts / WHC 
CounciLetter Deadline



   Page 2                                                                           January                                                                                                                         Wisconsin Horse Council

Our Mission Statement:

To represent and foster a unified equine industry in Wisconsin.

To  promote the horse through leadership, education, service and
 communication. 

And to take a proactive role in the future growth and 
development of the equine industry.

Membership in the Wisconsin Horse Council is open to individuals, 
associations, businesses, societies, or other entities whose interests 
are in line with WHC’s purpose and Mission Statement. Our member-
ship year will follow the calendar year. Members will also receive our 
monthly newsletter where FREE classified ads can be placed and   
reasonable 1/4, 1/2 and full page ads can be arranged. The        
newsletter reaches 500+ horse enthusiasts. 

The Council employs a professional Lobbyist who works with us on 
pending legislation as needed for the equine industry. 

We are constantly working on adding new benefits for our members. 
Please feel free to contact us with your comments or suggestions. 

Wisconsin Horse Council 
Executive Board 2018-2019 

Executive Officers 
President - Nancy Edwards 
    262-623-9092 
    njrhorse@nconnect.net 
Vice President - Katie Bachhuber 
    920-539-0601 
    kbach@nconnect.net 
 Secretary - Jill Feller 
     920-948-9502 
     jfeller@nconnect.net  
 Treasurer - Ron Miller 
    608-873-3848 
    ronmiller1@charter.net 
 

 Executive Board of Directors 
Past President - Karen Kroll, 608-795-2321, 
mkroll@chorus.net 
Director at Large to MHF & WSHCEF - James 
Harris, 608-987-3600, 
harrisfam5@hotmail.com 
Director at Large - Gail Seasor,  
608-576-9429, gailseasor@att.net 
District 1 Rep - OPEN 
District 2 Rep - Holly McMullen, 715-351-0961 
hollymcmullen@yahoo.com 
District 3 Rep - Bonnie Shepherd, 262-670-
1426, bonnieshepherd@qg.com 
District 4 Rep - Floyd Finney, 608-868-4543, 
dpapcke@centurytel.net 
District 5 Rep - Linda Catherman, 608-432-
2599, danlindac@gmail.com 
 

Office Staff Member 
Darla Schack - Newsletter Editor/Website 
Administrator, Administrative Assistant 
darla@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 
P.O. Box 72 
121 S. Ludington Street, 
Columbus, WI  53925 
Phone:  920-623-0393  Fax:  920-623-0583 
info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 
 

Midwest Horse Fair 
Megan Hanuszczak - General Manager 
megan.hanuszczak@midwesthorsefair.com 
131 S. Ludington Street 
Columbus, WI  53925 
Phone:  920-623-5515  Fax:  920-623-5454 

ATTENTION: 
Tear out page 25/26 and fold 

it for a handy brochure to 
keep or to share. 

This month’s featured 
brochure is 

“WHC Supports You With 
Grants & Scholarships”. 
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What is the mission statement of the WSHC Equine Foundation? 
The Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine Foundation was created to better serve Wisconsin's growing equestrian             
community and to help that community realize its fullest potential. The Foundation is a tax exempt, non-profit 501 (c)
(3) organization and as such allows individuals to make tax-deductible contributions to support Wisconsin equine 
projects. 
 
The mission of the Equine Foundation is to support Wisconsin's expanding equestrian community by funding: 
....Educational Initiatives 
....Equine Research 
....Trail Development 
....Youth Scholarship and Participation 
 
What is our relationship with the Wisconsin State Horse Council? 
The Wisconsin State Horse Council is our parent organization and the sole member of the WSHC Equine Foundation. 
WHC Board of Directors are elected to serve on the WSHC Equine Foundation Board of Directors, along with non-WHC 
individuals.  The WHC was incorporated in 1972 as an advocate for the equine owners and industry in the State of 
Wisconsin. It has grown to become the focus of the equine industry in Wisconsin. 
 
The Mission Statement of the Wisconsin Horse Council is: To represent and foster a unified equine industry in 
Wisconsin. To promote the horse through leadership, education, service and communications, and to take a proactive 
role in the future growth and development of the equine industry in the State of Wisconsin. 
 
WSHC Equine Foundation is a federally approved 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation dedicated to the advancement of  
equine activities and the equine industry in general. 
 
The Foundation's main objectives are to promote education, research and development, charity, and scholarship             
opportunities for equestrians in Wisconsin. 

Welcome to the Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine Foundation 
The bond between an equestrian and their equine is an experience worth cherishing; we are dedicat-
ed to strengthening this bond and enriching the equestrian experience in Wisconsin through educa-

tion, research, charity, and scholarship. 
Visit our website www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org – Go to the WSHCEF tab 

at the top of the page 

WSHCEF Officers & Board of Directors 
 

                  Officers 
President  Gary Jackson 
 
Vice President & Diane Sackett 
Secretary 
Treasurer Lila Lemanski         

 

 

                            Board of Directors & Volunteer Team 
       James Harris                Mike McGowan         Karen Meekma 
       Sharon Hookstead      Rich Ernsberger         Lori Helmer 
       Margo Miller                Gail Seasor                 Dave Kluge 
       Roxanne Kluge             Linda Ernsberger 
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Nutrena Representative at WHC District 5 Tack Sale 
By Pat McKnight, Correspondent for The Country Today 

The combination of good nutrition and exercise to develop a 
horse’s core is as important for it as it is for the rider.  

According to Tayler Etzel, Cargill Animal Nutrition retail account 
representative, the nutritional aspect for improving a horse’s back 
structure has become an emphasis for Cargill’s nutritional 
researchers.  

“A horse’s topline is its core,” said Etzel. “Topline health is a big 
focus right now.” 

Tayler Etzel talked with visitors to the Wisconsin Horse Council 
District 5’s tack sale about their horses’ nutritional needs. The 
event, held Nov. 2 in Sparta, drew together area horse equipment 
sellers and buyers.  

An agriculture business and animal science graduate of Iowa State 
University, Etzel said Nutrena has been consulting with customers 

regarding their horses’ nutrition needs and have been changing to meet those needs.  

“Nutrena has done some rebranding, basically, of what’s important to our customers,” said Etzel. “Some horses 
are prone to different issues.” 

Among the issues Cargill researchers have focused on is helping horse owners improve or develop their horses’ 
top lines.  

A division of Cargill, Nutrena makes livestock feeds and pet food. Nutrena’s equine specialists work with 
researchers at accredited universities to help them develop feeds for better horse health.  

Concerning a horse’s topline, quality amino acids are vital for improving and building strong muscles. Amino acids 
are the building blocks of protein, and getting a horse to consume the right blend of the 10 essential amino acids 
to see results is key. 

“The majority of amino acids are not synthesized within a horse’s body, much like that of a human,” said Etzel. 
“So, in order to have the means necessary to have strong muscles and overall improved health, horses should 
consume these amino acids through a Nutrena product like Empower Topline Balance, which has guaranteed 
amino acid levels of lysine, methionine, threonine and tryptophan.”   

Etzel also discussed the products Nutrena has to supplement pastured horses’ diets as well as the nutritional 
needs of older horses.  

Two of the visitors to the tack sale were senior horse owners Sue Jolivette of La Crosse and Kathy Benson of 
Stoddard. The two credit better nutrition and veterinary care for the longevity of their equine companions. 

District 5 has held the sale in around the district over the past few years, and organizers believe the Sparta 
location had the greatest number of vendors. The group is planning to hold another tack sale March 30, 2019 at 
Club 16 in Sparta. 

                                                               Photo by Pat McKnight 

Kathy Benson (left) and Sue Jolivette (right), visitors at the 
recent Wisconsin Horse Council’s District 5 tack sale, 
stopped at the Nutrena Animal Feeds booth to visit with 
Tayler Etzel, Nutrena representative. Etzel was on hand to 
discuss horse nutrition needs with horse owners attending 
the event held Nov. 2 in Sparta. 
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AHC Releases Equine Microchip “Look-up” Website 
Washington DC - The American Horse Council is excited to announce the release of their new equine microchip 
lookup tool at www.Horselookup.org. This tool will allow the general public; most importantly horse owners, law 
enforcement and animal health officials, to search for association affiliation for horses that have been 
microchipped and registered with a participating organization. The American Horse Council is continuing to solicit 
participation from every U.S. organization that houses microchip information in an effort to make this tool as 
thorough as possible. 

Microchip lookup services have existed for several animal species for years. Unfortunately, those lookup tools 
have certain limitations that prevented the entirety of the horse industry from being represented. 
Horselookup.org addresses those issues while also providing a central informational source for the equine 
industry concerning microchipping, as well as the promotion of microchipping as a form of permanent 
identification. 

Horselookup.org also promotes the industry’s various Safety Net Programs. Safety Net Programs offer individuals 
the opportunity to attach their name to a horse’s registration for the purposes of providing an option for that 
horse should it ever be in need of a home. Safety Net Programs vary by organization and are managed by those 
participating organizations. If a horse is enrolled in a Safety Net Program, a special logo will appear with that 
animal’s search results specifying which program and the contact information for that organization. 

The creation of Horselookup.org was possible thanks to a generous grant from the ASPCA (American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals). “The creation of the Equine Microchip Look-up Tool is a vital step to 
reaching the ASPCA’s goal of ensuring all equines have good welfare,” said Dr. Emily Weiss, vice president of 
ASPCA Equine Welfare. “The tool will not only help reunite horses with their owners during natural disasters, but 
it will also help to facilitate the growth of safety net programs where individuals who have owned, cared for or 
admired a horse can sign up to help that horse should he ever become at risk.” 

We are very grateful to the early adopters of this new AHC led industry initiative; The Jockey Club and their 
Thoroughbred Connect Program, US Equestrian (USEF), Datamars, Inc. and their PetLink.net registry, Microchip ID 
Systems, Inc. and their Equine Protection registry as well as their LifeTrac Safety Net Program. The 
complete list of supporting organizations can be found here. 

Please visit https://www.horselookup.org/ for more information, or contact Cliff Williamson at 
cwilliamson@horsecouncil.org at the American Horse Council.  
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NOTES OF THANKS… 

Dear Wisconsin Horse Council, 

Thank you for your support of REINS, Inc. in 2018.  Through your generous gift of $2,450, we were able to build a 
stall for and provide the care, feed and other expenses for one new equine therapist.  Our mission is to provide 
personal growth, challenge and development to individuals with special need through equine assisted activities 
and therapies to improve the participants’ quality of life.  Your sponsorship has made our mission possible. 
During the 2018 season, we offered therapy 5 days a week to 75 clients in 19 different classes.  That represents 
an 85% increase in clients served from 2017.  We are on track to serve 104 clients in 
2019.  Thank you for making this growth in service possible.  Our vision is to 
continuously strive to expand the reach of REINS to serve as many people as possible in 
Sheboygan and Manitowoc Counties. 
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NOTES OF THANKS… 
 
At this time of year, we all have things and people to be thankful for. At Silverwood 
County Park we are grateful for another year of activities that showcase this corner of Dane County at its 
best. 
  
The Friends of Silverwood Park-Equestrian Committee is particularly thankful for the WI Horse Council 
Trails grant that allowed us to enlarge and improve our parking lot to more easily accommodate larger 
trailers and heavy-duty trucks. T & T Stone leveled, enlarged and spread gravel in the parking lot last 
summer, making it much easier and safer….no more digging trenches into the mud! 
 
We are seeing the number of horse trailers grow every year and we all enjoy talking to the riders, 
especially when they tell us how much they love the park and admire the views.  The trails have been 
maintained beautifully and are a joy to use. Most summer days you can see riders amble along, enjoying 
each other’s company and the chance to unwind at this lovely setting. 
 
The WHC Trails Grant also enabled us to install two 3-step mounting blocks...one conveniently located 
by the parking lot and one near the lookout by the lake. It’s the perfect spot to jump down and take a 
break, looking at the water and the abundant wildlife that visits daily, the kayaks gliding by, pelicans 
fishing for supper, snapping turtles sunning on logs, all this within the park’s borders waiting to be 
enjoyed from beside the trail. Riders enjoy the quiet trails in the summer with only the birds and squirrels 
to spy occasionally and then the crunch of autumn leaves and that crisp air that makes our noses pink 
and our horses dance in the sun.  Of course, Dane County closes its trails to horses in the winter when 
the shuush of cross-country skiers takes over, cutting patterns through the trees and spooking sleepy 
squirrels who scold us from their perches in the oaks. Equestrians don't mind though; we are busily 
anticipating next spring’s glory along the trail...just waiting at Silverwood County Park. 
 
We have special thanks, too, to our friends Les and Sandy Rogers who came out and installed the 
hitching post, also made possible thanks to the WHC Trails grant. They gave not only their support but a 
few strained muscles digging into the rocky soil by the parking lot to ensure the safety of those who will 
use the hitching post. We thank you! 
 
The Wisconsin Horse Council District 4 has been our friend and provided support through many projects. 
Our first year they helped us with our Poker Ride Fundraiser that introduced many to the new County 
Park and its equine trails. It was a great success and we could not have done it without them!  The Silent 
Auction started back then has been a hit every year at our Fall Festival and puts welcomed funds into 
the project account.  We hope to plan an obstacle course in the future and more fun events. 
 
The horsemen and women of Dane County have a great opportunity at Silverwood Park to enjoy 
wonderful trail experiences, the beauty of nature, and a quality venue to have meetings and events at 
the newly opened Stone Farmhouse. Thank you to all. See you on the TRAILS next spring! 
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Evers Becomes Governor, Legislature Remains in GOP Control 
Submitted by Jolene Plautz, Lobbyist 

The 2018 general election will bring a new Democratic Governor to the statehouse.  
Tony Evers will have the opportunity to select a new cabinet and hundreds of agency 
jobs.  A shift in executive priorities will begin with inauguration day in early January.  
Both houses of the legislature will continue under Republican control. 

The Assembly will have a 63-36 split with a Republican majority.  Robin Voss, (Town of 
Rochester) will remain Speaker, Jim Steineke as Majority Leader and Tyler August as 
Speaker Pro Tempore.  Rep. Gordon Hintz, (Oshkosh)  will lead the Assembly Dems as Minority Leader. 

In the Senate, the Republican control will be a 19-14 split.  Senator Scott Fitzgerald (Juneau) will carry 
on as Majority Leader and Senator Jen Schilling (LaCrosse) will continue to lead the Democrats as Mi-
nority Leader.   

Looking ahead to the next legislative session, we will again need to play a lot of defense.  Several bills 
are already being discussed to limit the types of horseshoes that may be used on roads and adding age 
restrictions for buggy drivers.  There are also discussions regarding the re-write of fencing laws.  The 
Horse Council has consistently opposed changing fencing regulations.  Additional, we will work with the 
State Trails Council to provide more access to equine trail riders. 

As always, if you have a question regarding the Horse Council legislative agenda please do not hesitate 
to give me a call at 608/241-1208. 

WSHCEF Winter Day at 
Springbrook - Old Fashion Fun 

___________________________________________________ 

 

DATE:           2/9/19 
TIME:           8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
LOCATION:   Springbrook Events 
         N8400 County Road I, Burnett, WI 53922 

This annual WSHC Equine Foundation event has a new 
location at the wonderful, renovated Springbrook Farm 
near Burnett WI. Headliner events include bobsled rides, 
sleigh parade and open drive, dog sled demos, model 
horse show, food, raffle, and much more! All details to be 
announced soon.  So while you are waiting, round up your 
winter boots and scarfs and be ready to join the old 
fashion fun day! 
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Trail Stewardship: Summary from Sharing the Trails, 
A National Symposium for All Trail Users 

By Alice Williams 

The Arizona Horse Council hosted the Sharing the Trails conference in Phoenix, AZ November 2-4. Trail usage in 
all forms has grown exponentially in the west. Once quiet trails are now heavily used. In many parts of the 
country, trails are open to and shared by equestrians, off road vehicle riders, bicycle riders, runners and hikers. 
Trail sharing can and does work when people respect each other and work cooperatively to keep each other safe. 
Preservation, protection and growth of the trails requires efforts from all trail user groups, working together to 
develop and maintain trails. American Conservation Experience (ACE) is an example of a non-profit organization 
dedicated to providing rewarding environmental service opportunities that harness the energy of a volunteer 
labor force to help restore America’s public lands. ACE is grounded in the philosophy that cooperative labor on 
meaningful conservation projects fosters volunteer service in a common cause. Founded in 2004 in Flagstaff, 
Arizona, ACE has emerged as a national leader in recruiting, coordinating, and training volunteers to undertake 
practical environmental restoration projects in America’s national parks, forests, wildlife refuges and other public 
lands. Mark Loseth, National Trails Director with ACE focus is on volunteer training and retention. Volunteers 
usually sign up for several weeks and are provided room and board while completing much needed projects. Few 
volunteer groups are as large as ACE but smaller volunteer efforts also provide valuable trail development and 
maintenance assistance to agencies.  Equestrian volunteers building relationships with Wisconsin DNR, Bureau of 
Land Management and National Forest Service offer satisfying outdoor experiences and an opportunity for the 
agency to complete projects that benefit the public. Typically, projects come from an agency’s deferred 
maintenance list. Volunteers fill the gap left by decreased staffing and funding through sweat equity and grant 
procurement.  

Patrick Kell, from the International Mountain Biking Association, explained his group is a leader in developing 
single-track trails, with experience on more than 400 trail projects in the United States and around the world.  
Working together with equestrians and hikers to create multiuse trails is crucial for safe trail enjoyment. Gwen 
and Bud Wills represented Trail Stewardship Program from the Pennsylvania Horse Council shared it is important 
for people to respect each other on the trail, to remember that equestrians are dealing not only with other trail 
enthusiasts’, they also are working with horses whose temperaments are as individual as our own. Horses’ 
natural instincts can influence their behaviors and affect the way they react to circumstances encountered on the 
trail. For these reasons, it is important that equestrians know their horses well enough that they are confident 
they will be able to control them when they encounter other trail enthusiasts who are allowed on the trail. Obtain 
maps, check social media for trail conditions before setting out for a ride on a new trail. Conversely, off road 
vehicle riders, bicycle riders, runners and hikers must understand that “equestrian only” trails must be respected 
for the safety of both the horse and rider. These trails offer the opportunity for horsemen to acclimate their 
horses to basic trail conditions without encountering “unknown threats” that can trigger the horse’s instinct of 
flight. The goal of equestrian trail planning is to enable accessible, safe and pleasurable trail opportunities with 
little environmental impact.  Many communities and agencies are exploring ways to combine trail users to 
provide the greatest number of recreational opportunities.  Successfully blending horses with non-motorized 
recreation can provide access to enjoy nature and opportunities for healthy physical activity. The Sharing the 
Trails Symposium fostered connections between diverse trail user groups to further enhance enjoyment of the 
outdoors.  
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NOTES OF THANKS… 
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Lodi Vet Clinic Has State-Of-The-Art Equine Division 
By Carol Watson, Correspondent 

for The Country Today / thecountrytoday.com 

 

South-central Wisconsin horses and their owners 
can find state-of-the-art medical treatment and 
24/7 emergency on-farm care with Lodi Veterinary 
Care’s equine division. 

In addition to wellness and preventative care, the 
clinic offers a myriad of specialized services 
including a fully equipped surgical suite; a 
seven-stall hospital ward; endoscopy; advanced 
lameness diagnostics and treatment; and 
reproduction services such as stallion and mare 
management, artificial insemination and embryo 
transfer. 

The clinic’s service area includes multiple counties 
in south-central Wisconsin, where veterinarians provide complete coverage plus prompt response time 
in the case of an emergency. 

For David Kolb, veterinarian and clinic director, the work of the facility is equal parts preventative and 
sick animal care, with disease prevention and dentistry also large parts of the services provided. 

“Advances in medicine and excellent lifelong care means many horses are now living well into their 30s, 
resulting in additional physical problems to deal with, including lameness, dental disease and metabolic 
or endocrine disorders,” Kolb said. “The increasing need for on-site equine care has resulted in an 
increase in both staff and facility, and we now have seven stalls for breeding and sick animal care, plus 
five veterinarians on staff specializing in horse care. The clinic is also full-mobile at all times for 
emergency on-call needs.” 

Each of the clinic’s ambulatory trucks carries essential diagnostic equipment including an X-ray and 
ultrasound machine, endoscope, ophthalmoscope and well-stocked pharmacy and supply source. 

“Our goal is to be as fully prepared as possible for the needs of our clients,” Kolb said. 

With a veterinary degree from the UW School of Veterinary Medicine, Kolb began his career at the then-
Lodi Veterinary Hospital in 1987 and, over the years, has become an expert on the causes and treatment 
of equine lameness. 
          Continued on the next page...  

                    Submitted photos 

Lodi Veterinary Care’s Laura Wagner administered a spring 
vaccination. 
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...continued from previous page 

 

Lodi Vet Clinic Has State-Of-The-Art Equine Division 
 

“Poorly fitted shoes and uneven foot trimming 
can result in lameness and laminitis, a serious 
hoof infection that ultimately resulted in the 
death of Kentucky Derby winner Barbaro,” Kolb 
said. “That’s why it’s imperative that shoes be 
put on correctly and hoofs trimmed by a certified 
farrier.” 

Lodi Veterinary Care’s presence in the 
community spans decades, with R. Dean Meyer 
instrumental in the clinic’s early development, 
including the construction of the large animal 
addition facility in 1972. Meyer also played a key 
role in the formation of the Wisconsin State Horse 
Council and developed a line of vitamin and 
 

mineral horse products called Doctor’s Choice 
Supplements that is distributed in 16 states. 

Veterinarians Corrine McKittrick, Kathryn Livesey and 
Laura Wagner are the newest generation of 
practitioners in the century-old clinic. 

“It is a wonderful advantage to have a staff that is multi-
generational,” Kolb said. “This allows us to 
focus on providing exemplary care while constantly 
bringing new and innovative techniques to our 
clients. 

“With this team approach and various areas of expertise, 
we are now able to provide optimal and complete health 
care services to the horses of south-central Wisconsin.” 

 

  Veterinarian Dave Kolb welcomed equine clients to the 
  annual Client Appreciation Dinner and Seminar held each 
  February. 

Lodi Veterinary Care is located at 705 N. Main 
St. in Lodi - (608) 592-7751 or visit lodivet.com. 
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Fitter Keys On Rider, Horse Connection 
By Pat McKnight, Correspondent for The Country Today / thecountrytoday.com 

“If the saddle doesn’t fit, don’t use it” is the guiding principle for saddle fitter Stacy 
Hockel. An independent saddle-fit advisor and equine bodyworker, Hockel of Vernon 
helps horse owners with determining how well their saddle fits themselves as well as 
their horses.  

“I’ve gone out to evaluate and work on horses only to find that an ill-fitting saddle is the 
main culprit,” said Hockel. “The benefits of the bodywork may only last a short time due 
to the fact the saddle is continuing to create pressure points and strain on the body. 
Combining the services of the massage and saddle fitting creates an opportunity to 
correct the imbalances and bring harmony to your partnership.”  

Hockel apprenticed with George Gullikson, a nationally recognized saddle fitter. 
Gullikson taught her that along with the horse’s confirmation, movement, temperament, 
symmetry and discipline level, the art of fitting a saddle to a horse means taking the 
rider’s body shape and riding style into account. 

“If you are getting side aches, back aches and fight for position constantly, it most likely 
is your saddle fit,” said Hockel. 

She urges riders to re-evaluate their saddle’s fit more than once a year.  

“Think about being in training yourself, working out at the gym, your body changes within just a few weeks, the same goes 
for your horse,” said Hockel. “You need to have your saddle checked a few times a year to make sure pressure points are not 
being created which will inhibit your horse’s performance and attitude.” 

Being an independent fitter allows Hockel the freedom to consult on all types of saddles and eliminates having to maintain 
brand loyalty to a saddle company and meet quotas. 

Hockel not only works with getting the best saddle fit for the horse, but takes time to watch and interact with the rider. Her 
observations are combined with the rider’s input to achieve the most comfortable fit. 

“I can’t tell you how many times I’ve gone to a fitting and had to be the bad guy explaining why the new saddle is not the 
right choice,” said Hockel. “After we go over the ‘why,’ it’s easy for the owner to see what went wrong. That’s one of the 
hardest parts of this job, telling someone they have to sell what they just bought or why the saddle they love is not working  
for their horse. But it’s better to get it right than have a lame horse, sore back or many other ailments and a big pile of vet 
bills” 

Hockel believes the saddle is the single most important item a horse owner will purchase for the welfare of rider and the 
horse. Finding the right saddle can be a daunting task for most horse owners, because of the expensive. 

“I start all my fittings with an explanation on their horse’s basic anatomy and biomechanics, whether it’s private or group,” 
said Hockel. “We examine the horse’s asymmetries as well as strengths, whether their horse is right or left-handed, and how 
we can work on getting him stronger and more balanced. Due to the fact I am also a certified equine body worker, I like to 
cover muscular development or lack thereof because of how the saddle fit will be affected by the body in motion, rider 
position and training techniques.”  

Hockel does private fittings for horse owners and holds fitting clinics for Pony Clubs, 4-H or riding clubs throughout Wisconsin 
and northern Illinois.  

            Continued on next page... 

                                        Contributed photo  

Equine bodyworker and saddle fitter 
Stacy Hockel of Vernon does private 
saddle fittings and clinics for equestrian 
groups. She advises horse owners on the 
best saddle choice for their horse and 
their own bodies. She is show with her 
Georgian Grand (FriesianXSaddlebred) 
Fernando, who was her riding partner 
until his passing several years ago. 



  Wisconsin Horse Council    January                                 Page 15

...continued from previous page 

Fitter Keys On Rider, Horse Connection 

“Sometimes the groups bring their horses and tack and sometimes it’s just lecture based,” said Hockel. “I’m 
always available to hold a clinic at any farm with riders who are interested.” 

Hockel starts the examination of the fit by checking how the saddle sits on the horse at a standstill, which can 
change when the horse moves. The questions she tries to answer during a saddle check are - is the saddle 
balanced horizontally and laterally, is the tree width adequate for shoulder and wither comfort, is the saddle too 
long for the horse’s back, and is the panel and channel width allowing for even weight distribution and spinal 
clearance? She also considers girth and billet placement. 

 “As the horse moves he lifts his back and rocks the pelvis, the withers rock back and forth, the scapula moves 
back and under the saddle and the rider adds to the balance ‘dance,’” said Hockel. 

She watches to see whether the saddle rocks or fishtails, pushes the rider too far back in the saddle, the pommel 
pinches or hits the horse’s withers, the saddle slides back or forward on to the shoulder and if the horse’s stride 
changes. 

Among the most frequent problems people call Hockel about are whether a saddle seems too tight in the 
shoulders – which more times than not ends up being that the saddle is too wide, not narrow.  

The horse is widest when standing still, the pair of shoulder blades, scapula, are parallel, making the shoulders at 
their widest. As soon as the horse takes a step, one scapula moves back and under the saddle panel, and the 
shoulders become narrower. So riders should sit tall or even a bit back, slide their hand under the front of the 
saddle and then ask the horse to walk. You will be amazed how much room actually is created by that first step. 

 “When riders check the saddle when mounted, they tend to stop, lean forward and try to get their hand under 
the pommel or down the shoulder,” said Hockel. “This causes all your weight to come onto the front of the 
saddle. Then the saddle seems tight, when actually it is falling down and around causing that tight feeling.” 

When a saddle shifts off to the right or left, or the saddle is slipping off to one side, Hockel tries to determine 
whether the saddle is too wide and slipping or the ill-fit is caused by the asymmetry of the horse.  

“You see, horses are right or left–handed like we are,” said Hockel. “They like to lean to one side or the other, just 
like we lean into one hip or the other. This makes one side of the body lower than the other. Then when the 
horse moves, the saddle follows gravity and falls to the lower side. Most of the horses I see are ‘left-handed’ or 
stronger on the left hind and weaker on the right, causing everything to fall right when in motion.”   

If a horse’s lower back is sore, it’s because the saddle positions the rider too far back into the back of the saddle, 
not in the center.  

“The stirrup bar placement is too far forward,” said Hockel. “The riders’ legs are out in front of them causing a 
cantilever effect, like sitting in a chair. This affects really takes a toll on the back of the ribcage and lumbar.  
Another reason can be the panels are just too long and land past the 18th rib.” 

More information about Hockel and her business Equine Inspired Touch can be found on her website 
www.equineinspiredtouch.com or her Facebook page. She can be contacted via email at 
equineinspiredscheduling@gmail.com. 
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Governor Dodge State Park Horse Campground Campaign Advances 
By Pat McKnight, Correspondent for The Country Today / thecountrytoday.com 

A 34-year-old dream of horse campers at Governor Dodge State Park is on the trail to becoming reality. The Friends of 
Governor Dodge State Park Equestrian committee is working to make the dream come true through its fundraising campaign. 

A nonprofit organization, FOGD was formed in 1996 to support and enhance the programs and facilities at Governor Dodge 
State Park located near Dodgeville in Iowa County. 

FOGD Equestrian Committee co-chairs Jean Warrior of Verona, and Sandy Rogers of Whitewater, are heading up the 
campaign to raise $650,000 to build an all-new horse campground at the site that was originally envisioned in the park’s 
1984 master plan. 

“Governor Dodge State Park is one of Wisconsin’s largest and most beautiful state parks,” said Rogers.  

Located in the heart of the Driftless region of southwest Wisconsin, the 5000-plus acre park features over 40 miles of trails 
through rolling terrain, with two lakes for swimming, fishing and paddling, gorgeous rock outcroppings and beautiful vistas. 
The 25 miles of designated horse riding trails are some of the most beautiful in the state.  

Rogers explains, “Our committee, organized as part of the Friends group in 2015, has been working with the DNR 
(Department of Natural Resources) to complete several trail enhancements, while our ultimate goal is to see the park’s 
master plan for a new horse campground become a reality. We have DNR approved plans in hand and have raised almost 
$100,000 since our campaign began in mid-2018.” 

The group’s fundraising was recently given a major boost with the offer of a $25,000 matching grant to launch the Rise to the 
Challenge campaign. 

“As the donors intended, the challenge grant has been a great motivation for the horse community to contribute to the 
campground fund,” said Warrior. “To me, it is especially meaningful because the donors are not even horse campers. They 
will not use or benefit personally from the new campground. They are just long-time park supporters saying, ‘thank you’ for 
the many gifts the park has offered them over the years.” 

The success of the challenge grant will allow the project’s first phase to proceed next season. Phase one will be the 
construction of a permanent toilet at the day-ride parking. The restrooms will be built next to the parking lot and will begin 
serving riders when it’s finished. When the new campground in finished, the restrooms will be available to the campers 
staying there. 

The current campground has only 11 sites and was always meant 
to be temporary. The asphalt parking lot is need of repair and its 
size limits the number of trailers that can be brought in. It is 
located in a busy area of the park with little privacy for campers. 

The 21 sites at the new Trails End Campground will be generously 
spaced for privacy and ease of use, with scenic views of the park’s 
peaceful north side. The site for the new campground has water 
and electricity already in place. 

While the timeline for construction of the new campground itself 
depends on fundraising efforts, the Friends group has set a goal of 
beginning the project in 2020. 

 

    Continued on next page... 

                                                                                      Contributed photo 

The design for the proposed horse campground at Governor Dodge 
horse campground shows the layout for the 21 campsites. 
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Governor Dodge State Park Horse Campground Campaign Advances 

With more miles of trails than can be explored in a single day, users from outside the immediate area camp at the park with 
their horses. By providing improved camping facilities, the park can draw riders from outside the immediate area to see and 
enjoy some of the most beautiful trails in the state. 

With nearly double the capacity of the current campground, hundreds more users will be able to access the park each  
season. The improved ambience will encourage families to camp with their children and horses, helping introduce youngsters 
to the pleasures of outdoor recreation with their animals. 

Funding for parks by the state government has been reduced significantly in recent years. Many parks now receive barely 
enough funding to cover annual emergency and infrastructure repairs with facilities as old as 40 years in some of the parks. 

Recognizing that state funds are unlikely to be available any time soon for the new campground, the Friends group is 
stepping up to raise funds for the project. They are seeking funding from a range of sources and are inviting individuals,  
organizations and businesses that recognize the benefits of outdoor recreation for mental and physical health as well as 
informing donors of the economic value equestrian activities bring to the local and state economy. 

Although Warrior admits she doesn’t do much horse camping, she often does day rides at Governor Dodge. 

“I am so grateful for the horse trails there and at other parks because they allow me to visit beautiful and remote areas that I 
could never, ever reach on my own two feet,” said Warrior. “With each passing year I find that trail riding becomes more 
important as my main means for getting out in nature. Remembering the seasons’ beautiful rides helps me make it through 
the long winter.” 

For more information about the fundraising campaign, or to make a donation, visit www.GovDodgeEquestrians.com. 

The Mane Attraction 
Article and Photos by Benjamin Wideman, Regional Editor 

for The Country Today / thecountrytoday.com 

Farmer brings miniature horse Rosie to cheer up 
hospital patients 

GREEN BAY — Julie Brooks’ prognosis wasn’t promising. 

For three days, the Green Bay woman was bedridden at Aurora 
BayCare Medical Center as doctors and nurses diligently worked to 
determine the source of her pain. 

“It was a pretty tense situation,” she said. “I was in 
critical condition, very worried.” 

And then, into the hospital room trotted Rosie, a white and brown 
miniature horse officially standing 26 inches tall. 

“My mood totally changed,” Brooks said. “Seeing this tiny horse, it 
just floored me. She came up to the bed and stood there. What a 
sweet little horse she was. 
           Continued on next page... 

Sue Binsfeld, a cash crop farmer from Glenmore, secured unicorn 
attire on her miniature horse, Rosie, before entering Aurora 
BayCare Medical Center in Green Bay to visit patients.  Assisting 
Binsfeld was her friend Karen Nelsen. 
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The Mane Attraction 

“Up until that moment, emotionally I was in a really bad place, 
knowing there was something wrong with me. But now, as I 
talk about that day, I can still feel inside of me what a comfort 
it was to see Rosie. She warms my heart.” 

Although that difficult time in Brooks’ life was eight years ago, 
she remembers Rosie’s visit like it was yesterday. Brooks spent 
two weeks in the hospital, including a period of time on life 
support, before undergoing surgery and recovering. 

Brooks’ sentiments about Rosie are shared by hundreds of 
patients the miniature horse and her owner, Sue Binsfeld, a 
cash crop farmer from rural Brown County, have visited over 
the past 10 years as volunteers with the pet therapy program 
at Aurora BayCare Medical Center in Green Bay. 

Rosie is the only non-dog in Aurora’s 23-pet program, and 
she’s believed to be the only miniature horse providing such 
visits to hospitals in Wisconsin. Rosie and Binsfeld also visit 
residents at about 10 nursing homes in the area. 

“I try to think that our job is to make people feel peaceful for 
whatever time we’re with them,” Binsfeld said. “We see all 
kinds of patients. Some are terminal. So I’m not above going 

out in the hallway and crying. I’ve done that. But as long as we add some comfort in their lives and they can think about something else for 
15 minutes, then I feel we’ve done our job.” 

Binsfeld and Rosie typically visit Aurora once per week from early-May through late-October, arriving each time in a pink minivan with 
Rosie secured in the back. Binsfeld also brings a friend along each time as a helping hand. 

The hospital usually schedules eight patient visits per day, encompassing about two hours, but Binsfeld said, “We’ll probably see at least 
double that amount going in other rooms as we walk past and people want us to stop in. And then there’s everyone in the hallways who 
stop to pet her. It ends up being dozens of people, but that’s fine. People love Rosie.” 

On Halloween, Binsfeld and her friend, Karen Nelsen, dressed Rosie as a unicorn, complete with a cute horn adorning her head and colorful 
ribbons dangling from her mane and tail. 

“Halloween is always fun because of the costumes,” Binsfeld said. “She’s been a princess, butterfly, devil, angel. I put a halo on her head 
for that one. The more stuff you put on Rosie, the prettier she thinks she is.” 

As Binsfeld and Rosie entered Aurora on Halloween morning, a young girl stopped to pet Rosie and eagerly clutched a small plastic unicorn 
she was given to commemorate the chance meeting. Before Rosie could take another step, an older girl in a wheelchair and neck brace 
came around the corner and also spent time smiling at Rosie. Several more people stopped to visit in the 30 feet between the check-in 
desk and the elevator. 

“Rosie adds another level of interest to our pet therapy program,” said Tracey Willems, Aurora’s pet therapy coordinator since the 
program’s inception in 2001. “I think a lot of people are surprised when they see we have a miniature horse.” 

Several years ago, Willems added, an older patient received a visit from Rosie and later re-told the encounter to family members. The 
family was skeptical about the accuracy of their relative’s memory — “they thought the person was going crazy,” Binsfeld said with a 
chuckle. 

That inspired production of baseball card-style handouts featuring Rosie’s picture on the front and bio on the back. “We’re still making 
those cards,” Willems said.          
           Continued on next page... 

Rosie, a miniature horse, was the center of attention before making her way to 
patients’ rooms at Aurora BayCare Medical Center in Green Bay. 
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The Mane Attraction 

Before each hospital visit, Rosie is thoroughly bathed. Once in a patient’s room, Rosie’s level of interaction often coincides with the patient’s demeanor. 

“With some people, she’ll just lay her head up on the bed and not move,” Binsfeld said, “and with others she’s more animated. She probably feeds off of 
them, and me, too, because everyone is different.” 

Some visits are more emotionally challenging than others, Binsfeld said. 

“I had a patient this summer who was terminal,” she said. “There were like 10 people in the room and the patient had horses, too, so he was happy to see 
Rosie. He wasn’t doing very well, but he could feel her breath on his hand and he tried so hard to open his hand and pet her.” 

And there have been times she brought Rosie to the hospital on her “off day” to help fulfill a dying patient’s last request. 

“Those are tough ones,” Binsfeld said. 

One of Rosie’s visits earned a Spirit of Planetree Award, which Binsfeld noted is presented to caregivers who go above and beyond. The award was recogni-
tion for a rare house call made by Binsfeld and Rosie. 

“We had seen a patient in a cancer center, and it was a while later that his daughter spent a day trying to find me,” Binsfeld recalled. “She said her dad was 
dying and he kept telling everyone he was dreaming of a little horse by his bed. She asked if I’d come over and see him. We went over to their house and 
into his bedroom and showed him the horse he was dreaming about. 

“He passed away that night after sharing a beer with his wife and toasting to a good day.” 

Binsfeld and her husband, Joe, have lived on a 40-acre farm in the rural Brown County town of Glenmore since the mid-1990s. 

The former dairy farm houses four miniature horses, a full-size Pony of the Americas and several Hereford cattle. 

The couple cash-crop hay on 125 total acres, using a kick baler to stack small square bales. They utilize about 30 wagons “so we can keep on baling and push 
the loads in the shed without worrying about unloading them right away,” Binsfeld said. “It’s just Joe and me. Nobody else.” 

Binsfeld was born and raised in Milwaukee, but as a child she had a horse that was kept at her grandparents’ residence in the Oconto County town of Gillett. 

“My dad bought my first horse when I was 3 years old,” Binsfeld said. “He paid $10 for the horse (a Shetland Pony) and $50 for the saddle. And I still have 
the saddle. 

“My mother told me that even when I was a baby, I always gravitated toward horses in the store. I think you’re born that way and it doesn’t go away.” 

After eventually moving to Brown County and marrying Joe, her first exposure to miniature horses came via her sister-in-law (also named Sue Binsfeld), who 
bought a miniature horse. About a year later, one of Joe’s friends invited Binsfeld to take ownership of a miniature horse he owned. That horse, called Rossi, 
remained in the Binsfeld family for a decade before dying of equine leukemia in 2012. 

At the encouragement of a friend, Binsfeld’s first foray into pet therapy was with one of her cats at a Green Bay nursing home in 2006. The following year, 
Sue left the cat at home and opted for her miniature horses, Rossi and Aladdin. 

“The residents would come outside and see them, and they really loved it,” Binsfeld said. “I think people gravitate to (miniature horses) because they’re not 
threatening. A lot of people are intimidated by full-size horses, but little horses aren’t intimidating.” 

Binsfeld began participating in Aurora’s pet therapy program in 2008, again starting with a cat. Binsfelt inquired about bringing a miniature horse, so she 
started with Aladdin. 

“I made about three visits with Aladdin before I realized he was too tall,” Binsfeld said. “He was only 35½ inches tall, but I still had trouble maneuvering him 
in the rooms.” 

Determined to keep bringing a miniature horse to pet therapy sessions, Binsfeld bought Rosie, in part because she was notably smaller (now standing 26 
inches, as measured vertically from the ground to the last hairs of the mane). To date, Binsfeld has owned six miniature horses, with the now-12-year-old 
Rosie being the smallest of the bunch. Her current group of minis includes Rosie, Jewel, Max and Bunny. 

Rosie’s first pet therapy visit was to a De Pere nursing home on Aug. 12, 2008, four days after Binsfeld bought her. Shortly thereafter, she was busy visiting 
residents at a Denmark nursing home. Rosie then began interacting with patients at Aurora on Sept. 4, 2008, and she has been visiting them every year 
since. Overall, Binsfeld and Rosie cheer up patients at medical facilities two to three days per week during the visiting season. 

“Rosie’s personality is larger than life. She’s just like another person to me,” Binsfeld said, adding with a laugh, “And she loves peppermint candies.” 

Binsfeld is a member of the American Miniature Horse Registry, Northeast Wisconsin Miniature Horse Club and the South East Wisconsin Miniature Equine 
Club. She also has a Facebook page called “Friends of Rosie.” 
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Dover Stables Trick Riding Clinics 
By Pat McKnight, Correspondent for 

The Country Today / thecountrytoday.com 

The trick to mastering trick riding is top-notch instruction and a 
steady mount. Those elements are offered at trick riding clinics held 
at Dover Stables near Waterford. The stable held its most recent 
tricking riding clinic with professional trick rider Veronica Painter 
Nov. 16 and Nov. 17. 

“This is our fourth trick riding clinic we’ve hosted at Dover Stables 
since last March,” said dressage trainer Bethany Tuskey of Dover 
Stables. “We hosted four clinics with Veronica this year and plan to 
do so again next year. It has been a wonderful experience learning 
trick riding and everyone always has a great time at her clinics.” 

Since March, Painter has been bringing her trick-riding trained 
horses for clinic participants to learn on. Along with learning to do 
such tricks as Roman riding, clinic participants can try vaulting. 

“Trick riding is something I’ve always wanted to try so when I found 
Veronica on Facebook a year ago I knew we had to bring her to 
Wisconsin,” said Tuskey. 

Tuskey rides and trains in the dressage discipline, but she’s found 
trick riding complements her dressage riding; she encourages all her 
students to try it. 

“It (trick riding) requires a great deal of balance, flexibility and control of your body, all things that are also 
important in dressage,” said Tuskey. “Since March, I’ve been learning how to stand on top of a trotting horse and 
it is very similar in principle to learn how to sit correctly on a horse without bouncing or losing your balance. It 
also increases the riders’ confidence in the saddle because if you can do tricks then normal riding is suddenly 
much less scary.” 

Painter travels around the country performing in circuses and Renaissance fairs as well as teaching clinics and 
camps from her stable in Illinois. She started trick riding in 2011 when she was interning at an equestrian dinner 
theatre.  

“I never came across the opportunity to trick ride before, so when it finally came time it sparked my interest 
because it was so different,” said Painter.  

Painter says doing tricks on horseback is very different from other forms of riding because the person really isn’t 
riding.  

“You’re not controlling the horse, holding reins, you’re not even sitting in the saddle for the most part,” said 
Painter. “The horse becomes a moving platform for athletic activities.” 

          Continued on next page... 

                                                 Contributed photo  

Under the watchful eye of trick riding 
instructor Veronica Painter (left), Lily Hinners 
tries Roman riding on trick riding horses Remi 
and Fez. Since March, Painter has been 
presenting trick riding clinics at Dover Stables 
near Waterford. 
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Dover Stables Trick Riding Clinics 

For safety reasons, Painter advises trick horses need to be very steady and able to handle distractions without becoming 
bothered. It takes a lot of repetition at a slow pace to get the horse accustomed to do various tricks.  

 “When it is time for a trained trick rider to find a horse, one should look for a non-flighty confident horse for safety 
measures,” said Painter. “Then that horse should go into training with an experienced trick riding professional.”   

While most clinic participants are beginners, Painter will work with riders of all levels and all ages, from seven to 70 years. 
Previous experience with riding and horses isn’t even necessary to try trick riding. 

“I’ve really enjoyed seeing my students try new skills and watching their confidence soar as they are able to accomplish 
things they never thought they would be able to do,” said Tuskey. 

Clinic participant, Shannon Schlitz of Union Grove, has been riding horses for more than 30 years. She’s found learning trick 
riding has increased her enthusiasm for riding. 

“Although I love horses and I love my chosen disciplines, it has become hard to be excited about it,” said Schlitz. “At times, it 
can seem like more of a chore than a privilege. I do eventing and jumpers and had tried everything I thought I wanted to try 
when it came to riding. Then one day, I saw an ad for a trick riding clinic and I decided to give it a shot. Within the four hours, 
I did things I never realized were possible. I pushed myself to the limits of fear and excitement and it was intoxicating. It has 
brought me new friendships, new goals, new passions, and it has brought me closer to the animals I have loved for so much 
of my life.” 

Another veteran horsewoman, Sharon Smolensky of Kansasville, agrees and says, “It’s always fun and challenging to try 
something new, even at 69 years old.” 

Clinic participants always start their trick training at a stand-still and then move up to a walk or trot before moving to canter 
and gallop. 

“For me, difficulty comes with speed or certain tricks,” said Painter. “For Roman riding, jumping the horses or standing 
backwards brings more difficulty. For vaulting, various vaults or jumps on the horse at higher speeds adds difficulty and for 
trick riding, certain high speed vault variations or tricks like going under the belly of the running horse needs absolute preci-
sion at top speeds.” 

Vaulting is when the rider stands with both feet on one horse and Roman riding is when the performer stands on the back of 
two horses with one foot on each horse. Clinic participants can also learn Cossack riding with a trick saddle that has special 
handle and straps for various tricks. 

“Learning vaulting has been a great experience,” said Lily Hinners of Kansasville. “It’s a challenge but so much fun. I can’t wait 
to do it again.” 

Beginners are usually able to kneel and stand on a horse at a halt and walk and do tricks like standing on one side of the 
saddle and laying across the saddle at a halt and walk. Harder tricks can include standing on the horse at a trot and canter 
and vaulting onto the horse while it’s moving. 

Some of the students have become serious about learning the skills and spend the week before the clinic to work with  
Painter privately.  

“These students have been working with her since March when we started and are now learning some harder tricks,” said 
Tuskey.  

For more information about future trick riding clinics, contact Tuskey at tuskeydressage@gmail.com. 
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Upcoming Events 2017  
 
 
January 2019 
 
January 1 HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
January 10 WHC Annual Award Nomination Submission Deadline 
January 11 Amateur Night 5pm-8pm for more information http://www.lstables.com/amateur-night.html 
January 14 WHC District 4 Meeting - Location yet to be determined 
January 18 Amateur Night 5pm-8pm http://www.lstables.com/amateur-night.html  
January 19 Form is Function Clinic http://www.lstables.com/clinics.html  
January 21 Day at the Stables Camp 9am-3pm http://www.lstables.com/holiday-day-camps.html  
January 21 “Daisy” Horse & Pony Experience 10am-Noon http://www.lstables.com/horse---pony-experience.html  
January 23 WHC BOD Monthly Meeting, 7pm, 121 S. Ludington St., Columbus, WI  53925 
January 25 Amateur Night 5pm-8pm http://www.lstables.com/amateur-night.html  
January 27 Kenosha Co. 4-H Tack Sale, Wilmot, WI, Contact Collette (262) 960-7655 
January 31 WHC Sponsorship/Grant Program Application Submission Deadline 
January 31 WHC Ride Wisconsin! Trail Ride/Drive Program Hour Logs Due 
 

February 2019 
 
February 1 WHC Trail Grant Application Submission Deadline 
February 1 Amateur Night 5pm-8pm http://www.lstables.com/amateur-night.html 
February 2 & 3 WDCTA Kettle Moraine Chapter: Anita Adams Dressage Clinic, Rosebury Farm, Mukwonago. Audit $30/day,   
  KM@wdcta.org , 262-313-8487  
February 8 Amateur Night 5pm-8pm http://www.lstables.com/amateur-night.html 
February 9 WSHCEF Winter Day at Springbrook, 8 am - 4 pm, Springbrook Events, N8400 County Road I, Burnett, WI 53922 
February 10  “Mickey” Horse & Pony Experience 1:30pm-3:30pm http://www.lstables.com/horse---pony-experience.html 
February 15 WHC Scholarship Application Submission Deadline 
February 15 WSHCEF Jan Spencer Scholarship Application Submission Deadline 
February 20 WHC District 3 Meeting - Sackett Ranch 
February 22  Day at the Stables Camp 9am-3pm http://www.lstables.com/holiday-day-camps.html  
February 22  “Silver” Horse & Pony Experience 1pm-3pm http://www.lstables.com/horse---pony-experience.html 
February 22  Amateur Night 5pm-8pm http://www.lstables.com/amateur-night.html 
February 23  Parent/Jr. Exhibitor Clinic http://www.lstables.com/clinics.html 
February 24  “Rocky” Horse & Pony Experience 1:30pm-3:30pm 
February 27 WHC BOD Monthly Meeting, 7pm, 121 S. Ludington St., Columbus, WI  53925 

 
March 2019 
 
March 2 & 3 WDCTA Kettle Moraine Chapter: Debbie A Rodriguez Dressage Clinic, Rosebury Farm, Mukwonago, 
  Audit $30/day, KM@wdcta.org, 262-313-8487  
March 20  Ag Day at the Capitol, Monona Terrace, Madison, WI 
March 27  WHC Annual Meeting, 6pm - 121 S. Ludington St., Columbus, WI  53925 
 

April 2019 
 
April 6  WHC Certified Judge Seminar, 8am, Circle E Equestrian Stables, W1424 County Rd VV, Seymour, WI 54165 
April 12-14 40th Annual Midwest Horse Fair, Alliant Energy Center, Madison, WI 
 

May 2019 
 
May 22  WHC BOD Monthly Meeting, 7pm, 121 S. Ludington St., Columbus, WI  53925 

 
June 2019 
 
June 15 & 16 Midwest Carriage Festival, Walworth County Fairgrounds, 411 East Court St - Hwy 11, Elkhorn, Wisconsin 53121 
June 26  WHC BOD Monthly Meeting, 7pm, 121 S. Ludington St., Columbus, WI  53925 

 

* FOR MORE EQUINE RELATED UPCOMING EVENTS, click on this link to be redirected to WalkTrotGo.com 
or Wisconsin Horsemen’s News. 

  WHC Horsemen’s Calendar of Upcoming Events 
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FOR SALE: 
 

 Beautiful Buckskin gelding, 4 years old, sound, halter quality, well broke western trail.  
$3,500.  (715) 362-2468 (J/F/M) 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
EXCLUSIVELY for WISCONSIN HORSE COUNCIL MEMBERS ONLY! 

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS in OUR NEWSLETTER! 
Ads will be posted for 3 consecutive newsletters.  Subject to editing to fill space.  

Ads must be personal for your horse and equine related items.  Not for commercial/business advertising. 

BIG CHANGES for the WHC CHAMPIONSHIP CHALLENGE OPEN SHOW 
AWARDS PROGRAM for 2019! 

The WHC Championship Challenge Committee has made significant changes to the WHC Championship Challenge 
Open Show Award Program for 2019. We had hoped that this program would enable more competitors to 
participate and earn awards, regardless of their physical location and/or skill level. However, due to low 
enrollment and participation numbers, this program is being phased out and will end on 12/31/20. 

The program will no longer offer the yearly high point grand and reserve awards for 2019 & 2020. This program 
will be a strictly cumulative points earning opportunity for those that have been competing to continue to work 
towards and earn their Merit and Champion Awards at the different levels. 

If anyone new would like to sign up to compete in this program during its final two years (2019 & 2020) in an 
attempt to earn enough points to reach the Merit and Champion Award totals needed, you are welcome to do so 
by sending in the nomination form with the appropriate fees. Just be aware that competitors will only have until 
12/31/20, to earn points towards the award levels below. 

 Cumulative Award Levels are as follows: 

  * Bronze Merit Award - Must accumulate 200 points in a single division 
  * Silver Merit Award - Must accumulate 300 points in a single division 
  * Gold Merit Award - Must accumulate 500 points in a single division 
  * Platinum Champion Award - Must accumulate 1,000 points in a single division 
  * Supreme Champion Award - Must accumulate 400 points in three different divisions 

Please go to https://wisconsinhorsecouncil.org/programs/championshipChallenge/ccpage.php to access the 
guidelines and all necessary forms needed to participate in this program. 

If you should have questions, please feel free to contact the WHC Office at (920) 623-0393 
or e-mail us at darla@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org.  Thank you! 
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District 3 includes the counties of: Brown, Calumet, Dodge, 
Door, Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, 
Outagamie, Ozaukee, Sheboygan, Washington, Waupaca, 
Waushara, and Winnebago 

District 4 includes the counties of: Dane, Grant, Green, 
Iowa, Jefferson, Kenosha, Lafayette, Milwaukee, Racine, 
Rock, Walworth, and Waukesha 

District 5 includes the counties of: Adams,  Buffalo, 
Clark, Columbia, Crawford, Jackson, Juneau, La Crosse,              
Marquette, Monroe, Portage, Richland, Sauk, Trempealeau,     
   Vernon, and Wood 

District 1 includes the counties of:  Ashland, Barron,      
Bayfield, Burnett, Chippewa, Douglas, Dunn,  Eau Claire, 
Iron, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Price, Rusk,  Sawyer, St. Croix, 
Taylor and Washburn 
District 2 includes the counties of: Florence, Forest,         
Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Marinette, Menominee, 
Oconto, Oneida, Shawano, and Vilas 

D
istricts

 

www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org

Join us on Facebook and become a friend.  You will receive the most 
up -to -date information and connect with  fellow horse people.   
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WHC District 1:
Contact - OPEN

WHC District 2:
Contact - Marilyn Krueger 
715-675-7016
mrlnkrgr@gmail.com
 

WHC District 3:
Contact - Katie Bachhuber 
920-539-0601 
kbach@nconnect.net

WHC District 4:
Contact - Karen Kroll 
608-795-2321
mkroll@chorus.net

WHC District 5:
Contact - Mike McGowan 
715-284-9112
mcgowan@centurytel.net

CounciLetter Deadline 
The deadline for articles, upcoming events and 

advertisements for the WHC CounciLetter is: 

February Issue: January 15th noon 

Articles must be equine related, may not be for commercial 
benefit and must be sent to us in a timely fashion.  The 

Editor reserves the right to revise or refuse articles.  
Ads and articles are best sent in electronic format 

(prefer MS Word or Adobe Acrobat) to: 

info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 

Office hours:  Monday-Friday  -  8am-4pm 



Join us on Facebook and become a friend.  You will receive the most 
up -to -date information and connect with  fellow horse people.   

 

 
Important Dates to Remember: 

 
  January 1   HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

      January 10    WHC Annual Award Nomination Deadline 
      January 14    WHC District 4 Meeting 
      January 23    WHC BOD Monthly Meeting 
      January 31    WHC Sponsorship/Grant Application Deadline 
      January 31    WHC Ride Wisconsin 2018 Hour Log Due Date 
 
              
   * Please check out our Calendar of Upcoming Events, which is 
      included in each issue of the CounciLetter, as well as on the 
      WHC website, for shows, fundraisers, clinics, tack sales and 
       more! 


